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Jackson Public Schools Ups Cybersecurity After Hacker
Attack

By Associated Press on December 27, 2021
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The public school district in Mississippi’s capital city is
implementing new cybersecurity measures after hackers attacked its server last year.

Jackson Public Schools officials say attackers sought to encrypt files and have the district pay a
ransom to return the files, WJTV reports.

Since the Feb. 6, 2020 attack, the district has implemented a cyber-education program for
employees and a new anti-virus and malware protection program. It also installed a multi-factor
authentication system for key employees, along with other improvements to network infrastructure
and security.

The district was able to avoid paying any ransom and recover most of its systems. Officials said no
evidence of theft was found, but 17 accounts had evidence of unauthorized access.

Related: Northern Virginia School System Hacked, Data Held for Ransom

Related: Officials Say School District Near Albany Hit by Cyberattack

Related: Large Florida School District Hit by Ransomware Attack
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